
CCFC Spring 2019 Silviculture Update – Stand tending contracts and community volunteer stand 

tending day 

 

Spring 2019 has been a busy time in the Cortes Community Forest, despite delays to planned 

operations in the Carrington operating area resulting from logistical issues and the early arrival of 

migratory birds to their spring/summer nesting areas here on Cortes. 

 

Stand tending contracts were awarded to a team of Cortes contractors in April and early May. Nicolas, 

Ashleigh, Jordan and Whitney did a stellar job to ensure best possible ongoing growing conditions for 

cedar and douglas fir seedlings in all replanted areas in the Community Forest, in the Larsen's Meadow 

and Squirrel Cove operating areas. Tasks included infill planting, ensuring tree cones remain intact, re-

staking or re-coning where necessary, and weeding and brushing around seedlings, inside and around 

cones. 

 

Silviculture planning is still in process for the Green Mountain operating area, where harvesting 

occurred in Spring of 2018. 

 

On April 27 about 15 CFGP and CCFC board members, Partnership staff and members of the public 

met in Larsen's Meadow for a second annual volunteer stand tending day. Thanks to all our participants, 

aged 5 to 78! We would like to extend a special thank you to Tony and Whitney for coming out to 

share their knowledge and experience with volunteers regarding replanting, coning and general well-

being of seedlings. With their suggestions and guidance, volunteers tended seedlings in Lar1 and the 

middle section of Lar2. 

 

We were pleased to note many of the seedlings in these blocks growing beyond the 4' cone height, 

reaching sizes where they will be safe from the inevitable persistent deer browse on both cedar and 

douglas fir seedlings. 

 

Stand tending is an ongoing project, and a group of volunteers were at it again in Larsen's Meadow on 

Sunday, June 9. With and earlier wave of weeding and brushing complete, the current project is fern 

bashing, with a sea of bracken fern drowning many cones and the seedlings they protect. 

 

Interested in coming out to see what's growing in the Community Forest? Contact a CCFC board 

member for information about upcoming opportunities to join us in the woods. 


